give a lecture in this course, which I understand to be a post-graduate course especially arranged for the M.R.C.P. examination. The subject I have chosen for it is "Some points in connection with the toxic effects of lead, arsenic, morphine, cocaine, &c." 1 do not propose to go over the ordinary toxicological features which you see detailed in the textbooks relating to these subjects; what I propose to do is to deal with some more recent researches and developments in the toxicological aspects of the subjects. And I shall not speak of anything which is not of very great importance at the present time; I shall not deal with anything in the way of abstruse scientific investigation; everything I shall tell you will be of real importance.
First of all with regard to lead. A great deal of knowledge has been gained during the last twenty years with regard to lead poisoning. You are all familiar with the symptoms and the modes by which it is acquired. There is acute lead poisoning and chronic lead poisoning. Acute lead poisoning is caused by the swallowing of a large quantity of some salt of lead. Lead is an irritant poison, and the symptoms, when a large quantity of lead has been taken by the mouth are: acute gastroenteritis, vomiting, diarrhoea, pain in the abdomen, a metallic taste in the mouth.
In the case of lead this condition is followed by constipation. Many of the mineral poisons cause gastro-enteritis and a lasting diarrhoea. Lead causes constipation as an after-effect. Whenever any large quantity of poison is taken, whether it be arsenic or lead, you get the acute effects of the lead, and afterwards there may be such symptoms as occur in the chronic poisoning. Therefore sometimes after taking one dose of lead the patient gets the acute symptoms of gastroenteritis, and then these symptoms may be followed by those of chronic lead poisoning which I will deal with directly.
Chronic 
